
CONSORT: Consolidated Standards of Reporting Trials 

 Evidence-based, minimum set of recommendations for 
reporting clinical trials 

 Rennie (JAMA) urged the consolidation of SORT and 
Asilomar recommendations -- 1995 
 Evolving document; latest in 2010 
 Over 600 journals endorse and use it 
 Evidence suggest its use improves reporting of randomized trials 

(Plint et al., Med J 2006, 185:236-7) 

 One of many such sets of recommendations used:  
STROBE (observational), STARD (diagnostics), PRISMA 
(Reviews/Meta-Analyses), STREGA (genetic 
associations), etc. 

 



CONSORT Checklist Content, in part 



CONSORT Checklist Content, in part (2) 



CONSORT Flow Diagram 



Application to Basic Science? 

 False-Positive Psychology : Undisclosed Flexibility in Data 
Collection and Analysis Allows Presenting Anything as 
Significant:  Joseph P. Simmons, Leif D. Nelson and Uri Simonsohn, Psychological Science 
published online 17 October 2011  

 Researcher degrees of freedom create laxity in design and 
reporting 
 EG:  gathering more samples to assure significance (participants) 
 EG:  combining or transforming measures (set analysis in advance) 
 EG:  excluded data?  On what basis? (inclusion, exclusion criteria) 

 The natural tendency is to report the positive findings, not 
to report the negative; no one (including researchers) is a 
good judge of their own conflicts of interest or bias. 
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